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I have just presented the findings of the Mid-Year Review of the Humanitarian Appeals to Member States and I was joined on the podium there by Minister Stanowski, who is with me here and will be available to answer questions as will colleagues from some of the UN agencies. The Mid-Year Review highlights the needs and priorities for the second half of 2011 and draws attention to the gaps in funding that require urgent attention.

I would like to underline the crises where we have seen major changes since the beginning of the year.  The most worrying development is the intensifying drought in the Horn of Africa, which is the most severe food security emergency in the world today. This morning we announced that the situation in parts of Somalia is now classified as a famine.  11.5 million people in drought-stricken areas of Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, and Somalia are affected.  This is a more than 30% increase since the beginning of 2011, and the number of people needing assistance will continue to increase over the coming months.  Emergency levels of acute malnutrition are widespread, and in some places, 2011 has been the driest period in 60 years.  

The appeals for Kenya, Somalia and Djibouti address emergency drought-related needs.  We must also help those displaced due to drought. Over the past two weeks more than 1,200 Somalis have arrived every day in the Dabaab refugee camp in northern Kenya – 80% of them women and children. 
We also need increased support for longer-term recovery and disaster risk reduction in areas that are now experiencing increasingly frequent and devastating droughts in order to promote greater resilience and full recovery.  

Turning now to other areas in the Mid-Year Review, last week South Sudan became an independent state.  Accordingly we have just issued a separate consolidated appeal for this new country, based on projects from the original 2011 Sudan Work Plan, plus new aid for Abyei and elsewhere. 

The appeal for Libya will be updated in the coming weeks.
In Yemen, the humanitarian situation is exacerbated by expanding unrest and political strife in the capital and elsewhere, on top of the older conflict in Sa’ada and a generalized food insecurity crisis.  To respond we need more resources.

The Côte d’Ivoire appeal also requires more funding.  The conflict is mostly over, but the humanitarian crisis is not.  Establishing conditions for the return home of those displaced are critical if we are to see peace and livelihoods restored. 

Our target for 2011 has risen to 7.9 billion US dollars from the 7.4 billion dollar appeal we launched in November last year.  To date, we have received 3.6 billion dollars – covering 45% of requirements, with 4.3 billion dollars still needed.
Our key concern is that there are persistent imbalances in funding among crises. The funding percentages of different appeals range from 29% to 60%. The least-funded appeals are the regional appeal for West Africa and the appeals for Zimbabwe, Djibouti and Niger. Funding from the UN Central Emergency Response Fund has overcome some gaps, but more and better distributed funding from donors is needed. 
We expect humanitarian needs in the second half of 2011 and in 2012 to continue, at least at current levels, as the effects of high commodity prices, adverse weather conditions, disasters and conflicts persist.  
As I said to Donors during our Mid-Year Review launch, I hope that they will close the funding gaps.  It will make a big difference to the millions of people we need to help. 
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